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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6512

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By Senate Agriculture, Water & Rural Econom c Devel opnent (originally
sponsored by Senators Hol nqui st Newbry, Kastama, and Morton)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 01/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to irrigation and rehabilitation district
adm ni stration; anmendi ng RCW 87. 84. 060, 87.84.070, and 87.84.071; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 87.84 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWS87.84.060 and 1988 ¢ 127 s 68 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) The directors of the irrigation and rehabilitation district
el ected before the effective date of this section shall ((bethe—sanre
as—oef—the+rrgatien—distriet—and)) continue to serve for the renuai nder
of their current terns.

(b) The elections held for directors of the irrigation_and
rehabilitation district after the effective date of this section shal
be as provided in section 2 of this act.

(2) The directors of an_irrigation _and rehabilitation_ district
shal |, except as provided in RCW87.84.070, retain all power, rights,
and authority heretofore granted to themor hereafter granted to them
as directors of an irrigation district under any provision of this
title ((8&R&¥) or any anendnents thereto or any authority granted to
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directors of irrigation districts under any other |aw of the state of
Washi ngt on.

(3) The irrigation and rehabilitation district shall also retain
all power, rights, and authority heretofore or hereafter granted to
irrigation districts under this title ((8~R&Aj) or any other |aw or
laws of the state of Washington, and use said power and authority
i ncluding |ocal inprovenent district provisions to further irrigation
and rehabilitation district purposes and in addition shall have
authority to rehabilitate or inprove all or a portion of any inland
body of water including adjacent shore lines located in the district
and shall have the further power of nodifying or inproving any existing
or planned water control structure located in the district in order to
further the health, recreation, and welfare of the residents in the
district.

(4) Al rights held by the irrigation district to water | ocated
wholly or partially in the district including but not limted to rights
granted by the departnment of ecology shall wupon formation of the
irrigation and rehabilitation district imediately vest in the
irrigation and rehabilitation district and in addition all water in the
nemy formed district as to which the prior district had any rights
shall be held by the new district for all the beneficial uses and
purposes for which the irrigation and rehabilitation district 1is
formed. The authority to inpose new assessnents under chapter 87.03
RCW expires January 1, 2013.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 87.84 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) This section applies for elections held after the effective
date of this section

(2) A person at |east eighteen years old who is a citizen of the
United States and a resident of this state, and who holds title or
evidence of title to assessable land in the irrigation and
rehabilitation district or proposed district, is entitled to vote in
the district as one ownership regardless of the size of the ownership
or nunber of parcels owned, and is recogni zed as a qualified el ector.

(3) Each ownership shall be represented by two votes. |If there are
mul ti pl e owners or joint owners of a single ownership, the owers shal
deci de anong thenselves what their tw votes shall be. If the
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ownership is held as conmunity property, each spouse is entitled to one
vote or the spouses may vote by conmon agreenent. Each corporation

gener al part nership, [imted part nershi p, [imted [Tability
corporation, or other legal entity formed pursuant to the |aws of the
state of Washington or qualified to do business in the state of
Washi ngton and owning land in the district shall be recognized as an
elector with two votes regardless of the size of the ownership or
nunber of parcels owned, and is recognized as a qualified el ector.

(4)(a) Ballots for elections of directors, and el ecti ons conduct ed
under RCW 87.84.070 shall be conducted by mail and sent to all
qualified electors twenty or nore cal endar days before the date of the
election. A qualified |landowner may register with the irrigation and
rehabilitation district up to and through the day of the election and
receive a ballot.

(b) Any elections held under this chapter shall be schedul ed on the
second Tuesday i n Decenber in the year of the election.

(c) Al ballots nust indicate that the ballots nust be either
mailed to the county auditor and contain a postmark on or before
el ection day, or turned in before 5:00 p.m on election day to the
county auditor and stanped by the county auditor with the date and ti ne
received. Only ballots that are received by mail within six business
days after the required postnmarked date and those that are received by
the county auditor with the required date and tine stanp shall be
count ed.

(5) Ballots shall be counted at the county courthouse by enpl oyees
provided by the irrigation and rehabilitation district. Bal | ot
counting shall be under the supervision of the district secretary and
board of directors of the irrigation and rehabilitation district.
Ball ot counting may begin at 5:00 p.m the day of the election.
Begi nni ng si x business days later at 3:00 p.m, the renmaining mail-in
bal | ots received by the county auditor shall be counted.

(6)(a) In order to receive a ballot, a qualifying elector nust be
preregistered with the district.

(b) To register, the person, or an authorized representative of
other legal entities, nust show to an enpl oyee of the district at the
district office a current driver's license or other governnent-issued
photo identification that shows the elector's date of birth.
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(c) If the district office records do not show |and ownership
within the district, then the person or entity owning the |and nust
provi de proof of ownership to the district.

(d) Preregistration nmay also be done by mail if a copy of the
current driver's i cense or ot her gover nnment -i ssued phot o
identification is included and if the district office records show the
person satisfies the ownership requirenents of this section. | f
ownership is not shown in the district's records, further proof may be
mai | ed or hand delivered to the district office.

(e) Once registered, electors shall remain on the list of qualified
el ectors unless the |list showng ownership in the district received
fromthe county assessor shows that they no | onger own property in the
district or otherwise fail to neet the qualifications in this section.

(f) The district shall review the ownership list provided by the
county assessor before each election and notify the previously
regi stered electors at |east sixty days before an election that their
status as qualified electors will be deleted unless the [|andowner
provi des sufficient docunentation to show that property ownership in
the district continues.

Sec. 3. RCW 87.84.070 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195 s 132 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Beqginning January 1, 2013, this section_ provides the sole
authority for an_irrigation and rehabilitation district to inpose
assessnents. Any increase to the assessnent rates in effect on January
1, 2013, nust conply with subsection (2) of this section.

(2)(a) The directors shall be enpowered to ((speetalby)) assess
land located in the district for benefits thereto taking as a basis the
| ast equalized assessnent for county purposes: PROVI DED, That such
assessnent shall not ((exceedtwenty—fHveecentsper—thousand-doHars—of
assessed—valde—upon—such—assessed—valuatioen)) go into _effect w thout
securing authorization by vote of the electors of the district at an
election called for that purpose. The increase in_the assessed
val uation per thousand dollars nust be approved by a sinple majority of
el ectors casting ballots at an election in accordance with section 2 of
this act, except that the provisions of section 2(4)(b) of this act do
not apply. A district board may, by majority vote, decrease the |evel
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electors of the district.

(b) If a board votes to propose an_increase in the level of the
assessnent in accordance with (a) of this subsection, it nust hold a
public hearing at least forty-five days before the election, then may
adopt a resolution to place the matter on the ballot.

(3) The board shall give notice of such an el ection, ((fer—thetire
and)) in the manner and form provided for irrigation district
el ections. Except as otherw se provided in this chapter, the nmanner of
conducting and voting at such an el ection, opening and cl osing polls,
canvassing the votes, certifying the returns, and declaring the result
shall be nearly as practicable the sane as in irrigation district
el ecti ons.

(4) The ((speetal)) assessnent provided for ((heretn)) in_this
section shall be due and payable at such tines and in such amunts as
designated by the district directors, which designation shall be made
to the county auditor in witing, and the anount so designated shall be
added to the general taxes, and entered upon the assessnent rolls in
his office, and collected therewth.

Sec. 4. RCW87.84.071 and 1965 ex.s. ¢ 6 s 5 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The ((speetal)) assessnents provided for in RCW87.84.070 shall be
subject to and inferior to existing local inprovenent district
assessnents of any city or town which is included wthin the boundaries
of an irrigation and rehabilitation district. The collection of |ocal
i nprovenent district assessnents of a city or town, and the right to
forecl ose the sane when delinquent, shall not be inpaired in any manner
what soever by subsequent ((speetal)) assessnents of an irrigation and
rehabilitation district. In the event that the county treasurer
forecloses on land | ocated within the corporate limts of a city or
town for nonpaynent of irrigation and rehabilitation district
assessnents, the certificates of sale and the deeds issued pursuant to
the foreclosure proceedings shall contain a recital that the
certificate of sale and/or deed is subject to outstanding |ocal
i nprovenent district assessnents of the city or town.

~-- END ---
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